
Fifty-four of 87 Minnesota Counties responded totaling a 62% response rate. 
Eighty percent of respondents' counties have consistent practices but no policy.
Seventy-six percent of respondents' counties allow individuals to mow/hay the ROW.

Sixty-four percent of respondents' counties say no application is needed to mow/hay.
Only 46% of respondents mow the entire ROW. 
Eleven percent of respondents want to mow between July 15 and 31 while 26% want
to mow before July 15. The remaining respondents either mow as needed or after the
statutorily determined date of July 31.
Respondents say if a ditch mowing policy was enacted, key obstacles would include
lack of staff (37%), difficulty in enforcement (33%), and public pushback (26%).
Twenty-two percent of respondents' counties are not interested in a formal policy.
Most county budgets for roadside maintenance are less than 5% of their road and
bridge operating budget, but almost all respondents said that letting landowners
mow/hay the ROW would save the county money, time, and resources.

In the summer of 2022, county engineers completed a survey from the Association of
Minnesota Counties (AMC) on current roadside ditch mowing policies/practices and
feedback on what the statewide permit process should be. The results indicate that
numerous counties maintain their right-of-ways (ROWs) without an established policy, but
have a consistent practice. Many counties do not want a policy, and even if one
materializes, the lack of staff, difficulty in enforcement, and/or public pushback would
hamstring any well-intentioned policy. 
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"Mowing our entire right-of-way is our biggest compliment we receive from the
public. It is a huge safety improvement to prevent wildlife hits. The biggest
challenge is people from outside our area trying to put restrictions on when and how
we mow. Not every part of the state is the same. It should be left up to the local
agencies on how and when to mow."
"[There are] too many variables for a 'one-size-fits-all' policy."
"Let it [the right-of-way] be managed by the local road authority with public input on
a local ordinance." 
"Our current practice seems to work well for both the county and the landowners."
"Working with area farmers who hay roadsides is difficult to coordinate, but worth
the effort due to the cost savings realized by the department."
"We can't win. If we mow, we get complaints. If we don't mow, we get complaints. 
 We mow for safety [by] removing brush in the ROW that would otherwise grow into
trees."
"Even though a very small portion of the road maintenance budget is spent on
roadside mowing, it generates much positive feedback from the public. In my area
of the state, attempts to regulate and reduce roadside mowing for environment
reasons is misguided and unnecessary."
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